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Picture Prayer Meditation

"You are very near to us"

The image for the picture meditation comes from a sculptural work by Anna 
Sikorska, the artist in residence at CR for 2013, a programme organised by the 
Northern Sacred Art Foundation.
Anna’s sculptures challenge our relationship to the found world around us and 
our expectations of how we live in the world. They help us to live a little more 
deeply, a little more imaginatively, and encourage us to wake up to the places and 
situations we find ourselves in every day. 
“…the float takes us underwater; thinking about/reaching to the place above the 
surface where you can breathe; resting on the surface; finding a resting place; 
the lowered bed (the picked-up bed); breaking through the roof - breaking in 
or out; being stuck under the float (dangerous place!); an echo board; it is above 
where the font would be …” Anna Sikorska.
This work reminds me a lot of the story in the Gospels of Jesus healing the 
paralysed man after he is lowered down to him through a hole dug in the roof 
(Mark 2: 3-5). This happened because the house Jesus was in was so full of 
people wanting to see him; it was a desperate attempt to reach Jesus. For me this 
visual image of the mattress can seem to be about a meeting of heaven and earth 
– the mattress comes down from above, moving between one world to another; 
from a place of needing healing to the place of being healed; breaking through 
from one reality to another, to the very place where Jesus is. Jesus is impressed at 
the lengths the friends of the paralysed man go to reach him and sees it as an act 
of great faith in Him. This trust in Jesus becomes the root of the man’s healing. 
The suspended object is a large swimming float - big enough to carry a whole 
person like a mattress - it floats, weightless like a prayer, or a hope of rescue; to 
move us from a place of hurting, to a place of healing; where all of what we are is 
acceptable, valued, forgiven, restored, made whole and brought into the loving 
presence of God. Let us imagine how that feels…

Fr Matthew Askey

Artist: Anna Sikorska
Title: "You are very near to us"
Media: Expanded polystyrene. Site-specific installation in Winchester Cathedral, 2013.
Anna Sikorska lives and works in London. She graduated from the Slade School of 
Art, London, with a BA in Fine Art in 2008, and completed an MA in Sculpture at the 
Royal College of Art, London in 2010. Anna is currently working on a second MA 
at the National Gallery London and KCL. She has exhibited in many group and solo 
exhibitions, and has work permanently sited at Marusici Sculpture Park, Croatia. 
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A Mirfield Ordinand in Zimbabwe

Anyone who has visited a warm country (especially having flown from 
our more temperate climes) will know that there is nothing on earth 
quite like the wall of hot air, rich with strange smells, that hits you as you 

step off an aeroplane onto the tarmac. Multiply this sensation by 10, add 250+ 
swaying bodies jammed together, and top it off with the surge of music that 
seems to bypass the ears and go straight to the muscle fibres. That is what it was 
like processing into Holy Trinity, Ruwa on a Sunday morning for the first time 

I had arrived in Zimbabwe the day before. Six months before Fr Nicolas 
CR had suggested I go to Zimbabwe this summer on placement, as part of my 
formation at the College of the Resurrection. The street lights in Harare have 
not worked for a few years now, so it was in a dark Harare Cathedral car park that 
I climbed out of the car that had picked me up from the airport and into another 
one that would take me out to Ruwa. Ruwa is a working class suburb of Harare, 
about 25 km from the city centre that has struggled to maintain its industry 
through the economic difficulties. While the factories lie dormant, the churches 
are thriving. This small, far from wealthy, black-populated suburb has churches 
on every street corner of every name, denomination and flavour. The newly 
built Anglican Church of the Holy Trinity is thriving under its young Rector, 
Fr Blessing Shambare. The people of Ruwa built their church themselves from 
scratch, but were thrown out just as they completed the roof - part of the five 

Twenty Baptisms on Sunday afternoon at Ruwa using the swimming pool belonging to one of the (few) 
wealthier people in the congregation.
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year exile Zimbabwean Anglicans endured under corrupt bishops until earlier 
this year. They set up under a makeshift shelter - just a roof on metal poles - 
on a scrap of land next to their church and have joyfully adopted the slogan 
'Holy Trinity: A Church Without Walls' ever since. The economic situation is 
exceedingly difficult and the political climate is heart-breaking, but the Church 
in Zimbabwe is alive with the Faith in an extraordinary way. 

Stories like that of Holy Trinity are replicated time and again across the 
Dioceses of Harare and Manicaland. Christians over the centuries have endured 
persecution and discovered amazing fruits of the Spirit in their experiences - so 
too in Zim. Clericalism has been challenged as the people took ownership of 
their churches. People had to bring their own Bibles and Mass books to roadside 
churches; this simple change seems to have lead to more serious lay engagement 
with scripture and liturgy. After Ruwa, I spent a week in the densely populated 
and even poorer suburb of Highfield - where President Mugabe grew up and 
held his first political rallies. St Paul's Highfield saw their 8.30am congregation 
actually grow during the exile from around 700 to over 1000 people, and 
that is just one of two Sunday Masses! In some places the police, who kept 
congregations out of their churches with violence and intimidation, were so 
struck by people's faith that they joined the Anglican church. Everywhere I went 
I was told that the heartbeat behind this faithful endurance was the hymn (now 
the motto of Harare Diocese) MuKristu Usanete: Namate Urinde, Christian 
seek not yet repose: watch and pray. “That hymn”, people said, “that hymn 
carried us through”.

St Paul's Church, Highfield, emptying after the second Mass on Sunday morning
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I was lucky enough to spend my first full week in Harare at the beautiful 
'Resthaven' retreat centre with the clergy of the diocese. This was the first such 
gathering since the exile and the atmosphere as we gathered for Bishop Chad's 
welcome on the first night was very special. In years to come I think I shall 
probably remember this, my first visit to Africa, as a series of 'pinch-myself-
is-this-really-my-life?' moments. The first of these was standing amongst 
80+ Harare clergymen as they sang MuKristu Usanete, in beautiful, natural 
harmonies that would rival any Welsh male-voice choir. Clichéd as it is, the hairs 
on the back of my neck still stand on end whenever that night comes to mind. 
The week of seminars, discussion groups and lectures presented a fascinating 
picture of a Church facing all sorts of challenges: What is our place in Zimbabwe 
today, especially with the state? How are we to respond to the challenges posed 
by the incredible success of Pentecostalism? What do the debates about women's 
ordination and human sexuality across the Anglican Communion mean for us? 
How does our identity today relate to our colonial past? And what are the more 
everyday challenges we face in our ministry? As a bystander I was struck by how 
similar many of the challenges faced in Zimbabwe were to those of our own 
Church of England. I was encouraged by the willingness of the clergy to engage 
properly with the challenges they saw. It occurred to me that an atmosphere in 
which people try to inform themselves and keep talking through the challenges 
we face together is one of the great gifts of our Anglican tradition. I have repeated 
the word 'challenges' quite deliberately - not once in a week of discussions did I 
hear the word 'problem'. Zimbabwean clergy have no problems, only challenges ...

It is only after a while that the challenges became clear to a visitor like me. 
I spent my first couple of weeks revelling in the exuberance of the worship 
and the passion of the people who live their faith in every aspect of daily life. 
The communities are wonderfully supportive, they have had to be. Prayer and 
scripture is everywhere. For many people Church is their life everyday of the 
week. But weaknesses are there too. The clergy, like many Zimbabweans, are 
well educated and value education very highly, but their theology seemed pretty 
fragile at times. Books, other resources and decent training are not easy to come 
by, and those they have are often not up to scratch. The spiritual life of the clergy 
also seemed to rely on vaguely-remembered traditions of the Prayer Book, rather 
than a lived spiritual discipline. Much of the preaching I experienced was very 
heavy on rhetoric and light on scripture or teaching. All three readings of the 
day were often ignored by preachers who preferred 40 minutes of improvised 
pentecostal-style flare on Jeremiah. The people loved it. I was fortunate to spend 
a day on retreat with a group of lay healing ministers. It was wonderful to meet 
so many devoted, caring lay people committed to work in their communities. 
Worryingly, however, they seemed mainly concerned with deliverance ministry 
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and long, loud and emotionally charged prayer sessions with laying on of 
hands (like those on the pentecostal TV channels they all watch). In many 
places it seemed to me that the Anglican Church was attempting to compete 
with the independent pentecostal churches (to whom they are losing people 
all the time) by trying to look more and more like them. The pentecostals are 
promising prosperity and miracle healings. They provide electrifying worship 
and aspirations of power and success. Those not trying to compete with the 
pentecostals seem to be fossilised. Most places use the South African translation 
of the ASB, but in many entirely Shona churches the English language 1928 
Prayer Book is the standard text for baptisms, weddings and funerals. As several 
clergy said to me with a wit that I soon discovered is typically Zimbabwean, 'The 
English way, as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 
end. Amen'.

In September the Jacaranda trees that line the wide boulevards of Harare 
cover the city with bright purple blooms. Zimbabwe is probably the most 
beautiful place I have ever been (except West Yorkshire, of course). I learnt a lot 
in a very short time, not least that the faith in Zimbabwe is alive, but that it is 
vulnerable. I also learnt what real hospitality looks like - my waistline is proof 
of that. Perhaps most importantly, I learnt that Zimbabweans are extraordinary 
survivors and that whatever happens in the next few years they will meet it with 
humanity, humour and faith.

Jack Noble

Jack and Fr Blessing Shambare of Ruwa
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What is Time? – The Roxby Time Conjecture

How do you think of time? “How do we know what is real?” “The 
past has gone. Is that really real?” “Is the future real?” “Is it full of 
uncertainties?” “Is the present moment real or does it disappear into 

the past?” Our school sixth form was a centre of lively debate where we asked 
these questions and I have been asking them ever since. 

Eventually in my own mind I discovered three core things that are real. 
The first reality is the present moment. The second reality is myself, in the 
present moment. The third reality is a continuing wonderful presence in each 
present moment. This continuing presence to me is God. This reality for me is 
illustrated in a sculpture on the west wall of the nave in Blackburn Cathedral. It 
is of ‘Jesus the Worker’, Jesus inside the weaving loom of life.

This is a marvellous sculpture. The loom is partially transformed into a 
cross. Personally I call it Jesus in the Loom. Jesus is with us in the middle of 
the loom. The future is a set of threads yet to be woven, the loom is where it all 
happens, and emerging from the loom is the fabric of our choices. The loom 
itself for me is the present 
moment.

My own spirituality 
is based precisely on the 
present moment. The 
Sacrament of the Present 
Moment is found in the 
teaching of Jean-Pierre de 
Caussade three centuries 
ago. Now is the moment 
in which I live, and move 
and have my being. 
This is similar to St Paul 
quoting “For in Him we 
live, and move, and have 
our being;” Acts 17:28. 
For me God creates now, 
Jesus rescues now, and the 
Holy Spirit loves now. The 
Trinity is active now. A big 
debate as to the nature of 
time is currently taking 
place in scientific circles.

Christ the Worker in Blackburn Cathedral
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The Time Debate1

Before I was ordained I obtained an honours degree in Physics at University 
College London. I have maintained a reading interest in Physics ever since. I 
have read many articles about these ideas of the nature of time. There are two 
great modern theories each of which are extremely accurate. One is Relativity 
Theory and the other is Quantum Theory. The trouble is that they contradict 
each other over the question of time.

In Relativity Theory time is relative and is affected by acceleration of speed in 
the framework of any observer. Nothing can travel faster than the speed of light. 
In Quantum Theory time is absolute. Changes in one quantum ‘thing’ can be 
detected instantly across the universe at the same instant. This means that in this 
phenomenon something is travelling faster than light probably at an infinitely 
fast speed. So far no way has been found to reconcile these two theories.2

Quantum Theory deals with probabilities. These probabilities are described 
by Wave Functions. These Wave Functions collapse when an observation is made. 
Somehow the observer is part of the system. Previously in science, observers 
were often thought to be independent of any system being observed. Quantum 
theory also deals with entangled particles. An event occurs which creates say two 
particles, which have related properties. ‘Entangled particles’ is the term used 
for them. These particles can eventually arrive at two different places, perhaps 
at a great distance apart. If a person then alters one of these particles, the other 
particle is instantly changed no matter how far they are apart. Relativity theory 
and Quantum Theory raise the question ‘Is time relative or is time absolute?’ 

Resolution
One morning I awoke with the idea that might resolve the time problem 
between Relativity Theory and Quantum Theory. To get the idea discussed by 
others without too much alteration I have given the idea the title ‘The Roxby 
Time Conjecture’. 

The Roxby Time Conjecture is ‘Time is being created now.’ If this is true then 
Quantum Theory is the dominant theory for the present moment. Relativity 
Theory deals mainly with the past.

Referring back to the metaphor of the weaving loom I suggested that the 
loom creates the present moment.  The present moment is universal. It is across 
the universe and perhaps beyond the universe. Entangled particles operate in 
the present moment instantly across the cosmos. We receive entangled particles 
into our senses. All our bodily senses use quantum effects to build up our idea 
of reality. A new science has developed called ‘Quantum Biology’. Our brains 
use quantum dynamics. These quantum effects give us a set of chances but 
more importantly they give us a set of choices. Quantum effects probably give 
us freewill to think and the freedom to make choices. Human and animal minds 



9

are quantum zones and operate only in the present. Our five senses also only 
operate in the present as a chain of quantum phenomena aiding biochemical 
reactions (cf. Findings of Quantum Biology 3 4). In addition I suggest dimensions 
exist in reality only in the present moment and the past.

Only within the present moment do quantum interactions occur along with 
chance and choice. This is the Creation Zone. Quantum interactions along 
with chance and choice combine to make reality. Within the Creation Zone 
phenomena could be instantaneous. In the entanglement of particles action at a 
distance can occur. Cf. Quantum Entanglement

The future is a set of possibilities. These possibilities will be chosen by 
choices and chances as they arrive into the present to be turned into realities. 
Scientifically, future possibilities can be described mathematically as probability 
functions or wave functions. These probability functions collapse in the present 
moment when observations are made, or chances and choice operate. The dual 
nature of subatomic particles as waves and particles is partly a function of future 
possibilities and actual observations.

The past is the fabric of reality travelling out of the present moment into the 
past.

Astronomy shows the history of the universe as a woven fabric, which has 
moved out of the present moment into the past for the last 13,000 million 
years. All knowledge comes from the past. From the past it is projected into the 
present. This includes all the sciences.

The arrow of time actually moves backwards i.e. from the Reality Loom into 
the past. Normally the arrow of time is thought to move from the past into the 
future. The present and the past are real, whilst the future has yet to become 
reality. Entangled particles are created by an event which then travels into the 
past. However the entangled particles remain in the present until disturbed.

Back to Reality or Perceived Reality 
Modern Physics has always taught that our sense of sight is caused by electrons 
in the outer orbits being disturbed and emitting photons of light which arrive 
into our eyes. From these photons our brains construct the pictures of life which 
we see before us. It now seems that all our senses work in the same way with 
entangled parcels of energy arriving and travelling through our nerves and into 
our brains to be processed into our view of the world. The mechanism would 
seem to be that countless sources of entangled parcels of energy travel into the 
past but leave the entangled particles in the present moment where they interact 
to produce time and produce reality.

The Roxby Conjecture is a change of paradigm or a framework for thinking
Previous paradigms include The Time Line Paradigm and The Space Time 



10

Fabric Paradigm. In the time line idea, time is a line stretching from the past 
into the future or vice versa. The present moment does not exist and time can 
travel forwards or backwards. In the fabric idea, space and time combine to 
make a fabric. Depressions in the fabric produce gravity effects and produce 
the pathways for the travel of light. Here also the present moment does not 
figure. The Roxby Conjecture is a change of paradigm. It makes the present 
moment central in our thinking about our world and about the cosmos. There 
are many implications of this conjecture for science, philosophy and general 
human thinking.

Measuring it
I have corresponded with several university departments of Physics. Two of 
these have asked me to suggest a measurement. Without any item to measure 
the Conjecture would just remain as a conjecture. After some months of further 
thinking I am suggesting that there is something to measure which will either 
prove or disprove the conjecture. The suggestion is to measure entanglement 
to see if it reversible. I suggest that it is not reversible. If entanglement is not 
reversible then my conjecture will probably hold.

If the Conjecture is proved then Religion and Science meet as each discipline 
asserts that something or someone is creating everything each and every moment.

© Gordon Roxby 2011, 2012 and 2013 
email: gordon@roxbylife.org.uk 

The author is a Physics Graduate of University 
College, London and a retired Anglican vicar.

1. New Scientist 6th August 2012 page 34 states that there is a problem with space-time 
which can be solved with extra dimension making Phase Space.

2.  ‘The Quantum Zoo’ New Scientist 22nd January 2012 pages 30 and 32 gives the 
current thinking on the many facets of Quantum Theory including multiple parallel 
universes.

3.  New Scientist 1st October 2012 page 34 refers to “The weirdness inside us” and “the 
vibrational sensing of smell through electronic tunnelling”. In addition the article 
explains that photosynthesis needs quantum superposition to work as it does. The 
author also states that biology uses quantum effects.

4.  ‘Quantum Minds’ written by Mark Buchanan. New Scientist 3rd September 2012 
page 34. In page 37 of the article Mark states that “the mathematical language of 
quantum theory happens to match the description of human decision making.” He 
also concludes that “To be human is to be quantum.”

See also ‘Time – The Most Mysterious Dimension of All’   New Scientist 8th October 
2011
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There are Bees at the Bottom of the Garden

In actual fact, for the Community, that has been the case for many years.  My 
name is Tim Clough and for fifty years I have been keeping bees. I first kept 
them at the vicarage in Battyeford, then Upper Hopton and then back to 

Battyeford and C.R. So what got me interested in bees in the first place?
Back in the 1960’s I noticed a gentleman walking down the lane past Christ 

Church, as it was in those days, and on to the cricket field.  I found out he kept 
bees in the bottom corner of the field and I expressed an interest in beekeeping.  
The inevitable happened because after a while I was offered a swarm of bees.  I 
had to make a hive and from then onwards I have kept bees.

Bees have always fascinated me.  If there were no bees, the world would end 
in about four years’ time because bees pollinate the vast majority of the food we 
eat and much more - no bees, no food. Bees have been around for millions of 
years and have evolved into very complex communities. There is the queen bee 
whose sole purpose is to lay eggs which develop into worker bees (unfertile) or 
drones (males). There are about 60,000-70,000 worker bees in a hive. The size 
and shape of the cells have also evolved over time and bees have found that a 
hexagonal shape holds the most for the least amount of space.  Each frame of 
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wax foundation has to be at the 
correct dimension between 
centres otherwise the bees 
break it down and set it to the 
correct spacing - 13/8 inches. 
Even in the wild, this holds 
true. The bee dance is another 
fascination where a bee has 
found a source of pollen/
nectar and performs a dance in 
a figure-of-eight pattern. This 
shape and size is relative to the 
position of the sun and is so 
accurate that another bee can 
go to the exact same flower 
and start to forage around that 
area.

Much of the research which 
led to the understanding of 
bees was carried out in the 
late 1800s and early 1900s by the clergy. How to control a hive and stop it 
from swarming by using a special board was developed by a Fr Snelgrove – the 
Snelgrove board.  Today there are many varieties of this but are all variations 
on the same theme.  The WBC hive (the typical country garden hive) is named 
after Fr William Broughton Carr. This is a double-walled hive with the sloping 
telescopic sides which helps the bees during the winter hibernation time as it 
acts as an air-trap to keep the cold out and the warmth in the hive. The Dantant 
Hive, which uses a non-standard frame and hive size, was another clerical 
innovation.  The most famous contribution comes from Buckfast Abbey and 
the work done by the late Br. Adams on queen bees. He produced a strain of 
bee that worked well, produced plenty of honey and was a docile and quiet bee 
when handled. This was true for beekeepers down south but for us in the north 
they were not very good and struggled to survive the northern winters. This was 
also a very expensive queen at about £80 each. He did eventually produce one 
which was suitable for the northern weather.

The year of the beekeeper is short but intense. During the winter there is 
not much to do except to keep an eye on the hive for attacks by mice, rats and 
woodpeckers, all of which can do a tremendous amount of damage to a hive, and 
to check that there is sufficient food for the bees. Bees semi-hibernate during 
the winter and keep a constant temperature in the hive of 540F irrespective of the 
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outside temperature. 
Snow is also a 
problem because 
usually after it has 
snowed the sun 
comes out and 
reflects back into 
the hive bringing 
the bees out into the 
cold air and killing 
them. Spring comes, 
and towards the end 
of April the queen 
gradually increases 
her laying to a peak 
of around 1500 
eggs a day. In May 
the weather usually 

improves so we are able to check the hive and replace old frames with clean 
new wax. This helps keep the hive free from diseases. June is when we try to 
stop the hive from swarming. There are 1500 bees emerging each day; all it 
takes is a few wet days to create an imbalance of bees whereby there are more 
new than old bees who then decide to leave the hive with the queen bee. Also 
at the end of June the bees get annoyed easily and sting quite readily because 
the winter flowers have ended and the summer flowers have not yet started 
to produce pollen and nectar. Into July and August, the weather is at its best 
and the honey flow is well under way, with the bees working themselves to 
death gathering honey. They only last about six weeks in summer. Also, some 
beekeepers take their bees onto the moors for the heather at the beginning of 
August. September is harvest time when we take off the honey, extract and 
bottle it. We then have to feed the bees with sugar because we have stolen their 
food and get them ready for the winter. Roofs are checked to make sure they 
are waterproof and the bee entrance reduced to stop mice etc. from wandering 
in, as they like to set up a winter home in the relative dryness and warmth and 
where there is a plentiful supply of food – sugar. At home, we clean and check 
all the equipment ready for the next year.

So what has been happening to bees lately that has created all the news? 
About five years ago there was Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD). This was 
when, and for no apparent reason, all the bees simply disappeared. I lost eleven 
out of twelve hives this way. Every bee including the queen left the hive. There 
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were no dead bees around 
either in or outside the hive. 
This was happening all over 
the northern hemisphere and 
especially Canada and America. 
Various theories were put 
forward from mobile phone 
masts to climate change. To 
date, nobody has come up with 
a plausible explanation as to 
why CCD happened. The other 
big happening is a little mite the 
size of a pin head called varroa. This mite has gradually spread around the 
world and, only within the last 10 to15 years, landed on these shores. It lives 
on the bee in the joint between the thorax and abdomen, gradually sucks the 
blood out of the bee deforming and eventually killing it. Because of cutbacks 
in government funding over the years, there had not been research done 
either on CCD or varroa until 2013 when extra funding was made available. 
At first, a chemical deterrent was made available to beekeepers. This was both 
expensive and had a limited shelf-life. The next idea was to disrupt the lifecycle 
of the varroa by putting a frame for the bees to draw down as drone cells. 
Female varroa lay their eggs on the drone lava and when the cell is sealed, the 
beekeeper removes this and destroys it. The first time you do this each year, 
it is amazing how many varroa are on each lava – I have counted up to 10 on 
each one. Now the suggestion is that the most effective way is to remove the 

hive floor and sieve icing sugar 
across the top of the bees. They 
then clean it off each other, 
knocking off the varroa onto 
the ground in the process. As 
there are no bees to climb back 
onto, the mites quickly die and 
the hive is free from varroa. 
Climate change has also been 
blamed for a decline in the bee 
population but I have been very 
sceptical about this because all 
you have to do is look back over 
the years to see that weather and 
climate patterns go round in 
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circles. There are also 
peculiarities which 
can occur. For 
example, in 2013 
there were a lot of 
secondary swarms 
in July with virgin 
queens. This is no 
good for honey 
production but good 
for building up your 
stocks for the next 
year. I went from 4 
hives in June to 12 
by the middle of July 
(see footnote). There is 
a saying that a swarm in June is a silver spoon, a swarm in July let it fly. This 
is because in June the swarm is usually the prime swarm and will be big and 
good to get ready for the honey flow in July. The pictures are of a swarm in 
2012 in the orchard at CR, and of the swarm being hived. There were about 
60,000 bees, and you have to watch for the queen bee going into the hive!

With all the news about the decline in both the bee and bumble-bee population, 
there has been an upsurge in people taking up beekeeping. It is going to be 
interesting in a few years’ time when the novelty has worn off and when people 
have found out how expensive beekeeping is these days and that stings can and 
do hurt (although the longer you keep bees, the more immune to stings you 
become).  It is no longer a cheap hobby. At the end of the day it is your choice 
to keep bees. I enjoy it and it gives me great satisfaction in doing so. And yes, I 
do talk to the bees.

Footnote
It is now illegal to destroy swarms. If one does turn up in your garden, either get in touch 
with your local beekeeping association (www.bbka.org.uk) or the local council, who will 
advise you on what to do.

Tim Clough
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Bishop King: Notes on Visiting (CR Review Michaelmass 2013) struck a historical 
chord. Some time between 1629 and 1633, George Herbert wrote A Priest 
to the Temple or The Country Parson. It was a book based upon his all too short 
experience as parish priest of the country living of Fuggleston-cum-Bemerton, 
near Salisbury. His purpose in writing it was “to set down the Form and 
Character of a true Pastor, that I may have a Mark to aim at, which also I will 
set as high as I can, since he shoots higher that threatens the Moon than he 
that aims at a Tree.” He also had it mind that his thoughts might have a wider 
circulation: “The Lord prosper the intention to myself and others, who may not 
despise my poor labours, but add to those points, which I have observed, until 
the book grow to a complete Pastoral.”

More than two hundred years separate George Herbert from Bishop King, but 
it is remarkable how much one echoes the other in matters relating to pastoral 
care and, in particular, visiting.

p.t.o...

George Herbert and Bishop King
a letter received
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The first essential, of course, is to know one's people. Here it can confidently 
be said that Herbert had no illusions about his flock - no Spenserian poetic 
idyll here! Indeed, he describes them as “thick and heavy”, meaning that a 
preacher would find it hard to rouse or excite them. Again, he says: “country 
people live hardly and therefore as feeling their own sweat, and consequently 
knowing the price of money.” Taken in isolation, remarks like these may sound 
contemptuous. On the contrary, they show that Herbert had a realistic grasp of 
how tough life was for his parishioners, scraping a living from the land. On his 
part, Herbert tried to learn as much as he could about ‘tillage and pasturage', in 
order fully to understand the daily challenges which the villagers faced.

He stated that the parson should regularly visit his folk in their own homes - 
“there shall he find his flock most naturally as they are, wallowing in the midst 
of their own affairs.” If he finds one of them reading (which was probably a rare 
event), he encourages them by lending them good books.

One aspect of George Herbert's pastoral work, foreign to both Bishop King 
and his 21st century successors, was the provision of medicine, and advice on 
health. The rectory garden provided many herbs to be made up into remedies 
for particular illnesses, and parishioners were also encouraged to grow herbs 
which were appropriate to their needs.

The parson is meant to be generous with his money - to the poor, he “opens not 
only his mouth but his purse to their relief.”

Herbert's attitude to pastoral care can best be summed up in his statement: 
“he holds the Rule that nothing is little in God's service ... wherefore neither 
disdaineth he to enter into the poorest cottage, though he even creep into it, 
and though it smell never so loathsomely. For God is there also, and those for 
whom God died.”

It is obvious that A Priest to the Temple and Notes on Visiting are time-bound and 
culture-bound, and therefore that a good deal of what they have to say is not 
applicable to our own circumstances. But it is equally true that what is written 
by men as wise and holy as George Herbert and Edward King will always have 
something of timeless importance to say to us.

(Spelling modernised)
Geoffrey Rider
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Tariro Children Grow Up!

When we think of kids in Africa we think of little kids, and we have lots 
of those, whom we support in various stages of schooling. But little 
kids grow into big kids and that is happening with ours. This year 5 

of our young people wrote A levels. Considering their difficult backgrounds it 
has been a great achievement for Tari, John, Jawett, Stephanie and Talent to have 
got this far. What happens next? If they pass, we want them to go on to further 
study. This will give them a real chance of escaping from the poverty trap and 
getting properly paid jobs. It is also important for the country. Africa needs well-
trained professionals; they are the ones who can really make a difference and 
bring about significant change.

There are lots of fine professional people in Zimbabwe. But there are many 
who are totally self-centred and pursue their own ends with complete disregard 
for the needs of the country. We hope that our young people will be different. 
We have tried, and will go on trying, to make them aware of others around them 
so that when they get into positions of influence they will want to help those 
who have not made it.

This costs money. Tertiary 
education is not nearly as 
expensive in Zimbabwe as it is 
in England, but it is a big jump 
from Secondary School fees to 
College fees. Can you help? 
We want to establish a College 
Education Fund of £10,000 
to ensure these young people, 
and others after them are able 
to go on and become really 
productive citizens of the new 
Zimbabwe, when that newness 
is finally allowed to happen.  
One donor has already given 
£2,000. From another source 
we have a further £3,000. Would 
anyone else like to add to this? 
Please!

Nicolas Stebbing CR

Tari
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Letting the Light Shine Through

After the Great Fire of London, Sir Christopher Wren designed more than 
fifty churches for that city during the late 17th century.  One prominent 
feature of Wren’s designs are the windows, because he was convinced 

that they must contain clear glass rather than the stained glass which was 
characteristic of pre-Reformation churches.  Wren said that “God’s greatest gift 
to man is light” and he believed that sunlight streaming in upon people as they 
worshipped was a celebration of that gift.

Walter Tapper, the architect who designed the Community Church in which 
we worship in Mirfield, seems to have taken a lesson about the value of light 
from Sir Christopher Wren. One of the great glories of the Community Church 
is the remarkable way in which light streams in through the windows and bathes 
the entire building with illumination.  This is due to Tapper’s positioning of 
the church in an alignment that catches both the morning and the afternoon 
sunshine and also due to the clear windows of the building.

In addition to the brightness which Tapper’s architecture brings to our church, 
there is a profound spiritual insight taught by these windows.  They serve as a 
reminder that we are called to live as windows through which the world can 
see the light of Jesus shining forth.  I am not called to be a wall proclaiming 
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who I am.  Instead I am supposed to be a window, and spiritual transparency is 
necessary if people are going to be able to see Jesus within me.  Every Christian 
should strive to be like clear glass that enables the Light of Christ to be visible 
without the distorting and obscuring obstructions and interferences of self-
promotion.  

Admittedly my own selfish and stubborn will oftentimes gets in the way and 
prevents me from being spiritually transparent, and daily I am faced with battling 
against the narcissism that points my attention towards my personal wants and 
desires.  But these words of St. John of the Cross focus my perspective: “When 
the evening of this life comes we shall be judged on Love.”  As I continue on this 
journey of vocational formation, I hope that I can grow daily to become more 
like a window of clear glass through which Jesus is seen living within me.  May 
this be a prayer that we all share as a common aspiration: “Lord God, help me 
not to be a wall, but rather may I be a window and may You who are Love be 
seen in me.”

Dennis Berk CR

Companions

Auction Stations!
As most of our readers will know by now the next auction will be on 29th March. 
I hope that you are looking forward to it as much as I am. We have two great 
results behind us and the next one looks set to being as exciting as the others. We 
have items to suit every taste, mood and wallet. There are toys, silver, books and 
other collectables – wonderful antique books on birds, plants and nature. There 
are train sets, Matchbox and Dinky toys in mint condition, stamp collections 
and coin collections and other delights for the collector and hobbyist.

The star items are a Georgian silver bowl of noble provenance supplied by 
the royal goldsmiths and made by the leading silversmiths of the day in 1803. 
There are several exquisitely beautiful Georgian and Victorian silver private 
communion sets 

For the cinema fan there are some original posters from the 1950s and a real 
live Victorian desk that was used in the 1939 Goodbye Mr Chips!

My brother George is looking forward to being with us again to conduct the 
auction and I am busily storing and sorting things and preparing the catalogue. 
There are some problems not present in the other two. I am a year older for a 
start. Christmas falling as it does at this time every year means quite a bit of time 
diverted from the auction to the seasonal events. I am not suggesting that we 
should move Christmas but merely pointing out the problems of holding the 
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auction at a different time from the previous one. Similarly the auction falling 
in Lent this time means that I shall have to manage my time with people during 
the penitential season in a very disciplined way and so I hope that people who 
want to see me will try to do so early in Lent or in the couple of weeks previous.

It would be a great help if those who have promised things for the auction 
could get them to me as soon as possible in order that I can get and keep the 
catalogue up-to-date. Please do not feel pressurised by this request. Only act on 
it if it is convenient to you. I can go on receiving and collecting things up to the 
last minute but where I can have things early so much the better.

John Gribben CR
Companions’ Chaplain

RIP
Arthur Redman, Companion
Richard Bennell, Companion

An updated list of Companions will be available from Jan 1st on the Companions 
website www.mirfieldcompanions.org.uk or printed copy from the Companions 
Office at the House of the Resurrection (see inside back cover for address 
details).

Advance Notice
There will be a Regional Day for Companions in the South at Southwark 
Cathedral onSaturday 4th October 2014.
The main speaker will be the Rt. Revd. Mark Sowerby, Bishop of Horsham.
Please put the date in your diaries for next year. Booking details will be given in 
the Lady Day issue.
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Some Retreats to Start the Year off Right

The new year of 2014 has arrived and three brethren of CR are leading retreats 
that can help you to get your year started off on the right spiritual footing. If 
you are interested in booking a place on these retreats please contact the Guest 
Brothers at guests@mirfield.org.uk or tel: 01924 483348.

10th – 13th January
Epiphanytide Retreat

Br. Steven Haws CR will be leading this retreat focusing on scripture readings 
from St. Matthew’s Gospel, looking especially at the fascinating story of the 
Magi as a basis for meditation and reflection.

3rd – 7th February
Clergy Pre-Lent Retreat

This retreat will be led by Fr. Crispin Harrison CR and it will offer inspirational 
reflections from the Gospels based upon themes from Christ’s Passion.  The 
retreat will consider Christ’s priesthood and ours, and it will look also at our 
ministry and that of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

4th – 7th April
Passiontide Retreat

Fr. Simon Holden CR looks at St. Matthew’s Gospel (24: 34-40) where Jesus 
speaks of his presence in every person and that the afflictions experienced by 
each of us are experienced by him.  The Paschal mystery of Jesus (the Passion, 
death and resurrection of the Lord) is one with the experiences of all humanity.  
The celebration of this mystery is not limited to the liturgies of Holy Week but 
embraces all of humanity in its personal pain and passion.  This leads to the 
truth that Passiontide is not about the limited experience of the Church – it is 
about Syria and all the agony of countries and people who are suffering at this 
time in history.  This retreat is for deeply connecting with the world we live in 
today, and our part in it is a prayer for all who cry out for help where ever they 
are.
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Let us know you are coming! Help us to be able to cater on the day by 
booking through the website:

http://www.mirfieldcommunity.org.uk/festival2014

or contact the Festival Brother directly:

email: community@mirfield.org.uk
tel: 01924 483349

 CR 	 	    FESTIVAL 		 	 	 		 	 	 	 	 	 	           DAY
12 JULY 2014

Let us know you're coming!  Help us to be able to cater on the day by supplying the 
‘Festival Brother’ with the following details or visit our website: 

http://www.mirfieldcommunity.org.uk/festival2014
§ Name of Contact   § Tel. Number   § Parish    § Number of People   § Mode of Transport

§ Pre-booked CR Catering: Please submit the names of those who would like to purchase a 
meal from our kitchen.  Meal is… Cost is £… 

Payment can be made on the day or in advance by contacting the Festival Brother.
Email: community@mirfield.org.uk

Seeking	 God	 in	 Worship	 and	 Prayer

12noon	 	 Festival	 Mass	 preacher	 Fr	 Peter	 CR

Afternoon	 Activities
	 	 	 Stations	 of	 Salvation	 Pilgrimage	 
	 	 	 Talk	 on	 Prayer	 -	 Fr	 Simon	 CR
	 	 	 
	 	 	 Prayer	 of	 Healing	 and	 Anointing	 	 	 	 
	 	 	 Sacrament	 of	 Reconciliation

4.pm	 	 	 Exposition	 &	 Benediction

5.pm	 	 Solemn	 Evensong
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Come for a working holiday at Mirfield

30th March - 4th April 2014
Friendship; fellowship; fresh air; beautiful Spring gardens; good food;

monastic prayer and quiet for those who wish it;
and an organised day trip out.

This is the first in a new programme of working holidays contributing to 
the care of the extensive grounds of the Community of the Resurrection. 
The grounds are a memorable feature of many visitors’ stay. They 
include formal gardens, a playing field, orchards, wilderness areas and 
the newly-restored historic Quarry Theatre.

Participants will help under 
instruction to make good paths and 
borders (wet weather alternatives 
available). This is physical work 
suited to those with a good level 
of fitness, and open to differing 
abilities.

Cost: £100 includes: 
accommodation in the 
Community’s Retreat 
House and all meals.

Interested? Why not 
bring a friend too?

Apply to Guy Laurie for more 
details:

email: glaurie@mirfield.org.uk
tel: 01924 483346
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Book Reviews

Anglican Religious Life 2014-15
Canterbury Press £7.99, Isbn 978-1-84825-464-0.

As Fr Nicolas Stebbing of the Community of the Resurrection points out, the 
question is still asked “Are there nuns and monks in the Anglican Church?” This 
by no means meagre publication gives the unequivocal answer “Yes there are”. It 
is the biennial opportunity to take stock of the state of Anglican Religious and to 
gain a glimpse into a world which Archbishop George Carey once described as 
“the best kept secret in the Church of England”.

The bulk of the book details those traditional celibate Religious Orders and 
Communities, of which there are almost 90, although Communities with 
autonomous houses, such as the Society of St Margaret, are awarded separate 
entries for each. First-time readers might be confused by the juxtaposition of 
UK and overseas Communities but it would prove difficult to separate the two 
as some Orders are located both here and abroad. In any event one of the four 
indexes lists the Communities by location - the other indexes list the Dedication 
or Patron Saints, Community Wares and Services (e.g. Altar bread, candles, 
church linen etc) and a helpful listing by Community initials.

Each main directory entry gives a brief overview of the Community and, in 
many cases, the names of the professed, as well as information about Companions, 
Associates, times of the Daily Offices and guest and retreat facilities. Often 
shown is the name of the Bishop Visitor and, given the involvement of many of 
our senior clerics in this role, it is perhaps surprising that we do not hear more 
from them about the Anglican Religious Life.

Also included in the main section is a full page devoted to the Single 
Consecrated Life, unfortunately separated by 121 pages from an interesting 
article by the Bishop of Monmouth on this particular calling. The previous 
publication notes 26 ‘SCLs’ in full or Temporary Vows; that number has now 
risen to 31 plus a further 13 active seekers.

‘Dispersed Celibate Communities’ – in fact just the Oratory of the Good 
Shepherd – has its own section, as do ‘Acknowledged Communities’, whose 
members do not necessarily take Religious vows: the Church Army makes its 
inaugural appearance in this section and it is here the Ashrams are to be found. 
The section headed ‘Some other Communities’ includes those confusingly 
described as “not Anglican in ecclesiastical allegiance but which are in 
communion with Anglicans”.

The whole publication is, however, much more than just a directory and 
helpful guide to picking retreat locations, for it includes a number of articles, 
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some written from the heart, photographs, an obituary section and a glossary for 
those not familiar with the nomenclature of the Religious. 

As a snapshot, a barometer, of Anglican Religious Life much can be gleaned 
from the contents. For example, it reveals that there are 1,872 celibate Religious 
in the Anglican Communion (no statistics are available for some Orders, so this 
number is a minimum). It is also apparent that Communities are embracing 
technology; much reduced from previous editions are the “most convenient 
time to telephone” entries – in their place are website and e-mail addresses. The 
book also reflects a trend emerging in the USA of dispersed people (vowed, 
unvowed, celibate, married, partnered) who feel called to live in community. 
There are other nuggets too, for example details of the ‘Living Alongside’ 
experience offered by some Communities. 

Overall, the contents belie the oft made suggestion that most Communities 
are simply ageing and shrinking. Whilst this may be true, the pages are peppered 
with information as to the numbers of Novices and Postulants, particularly – 
but by no means exclusively – amongst the overseas Communities.

With a Foreword by Bishop Dominic Walker, prayers for the Communities 
and Vocations and news of the latest happenings in the world of the Anglican 
Religious, this book is a must for anybody remotely interested in these 
powerhouses of prayer and hospitality.

Kevin Sims
is a Companion of the Community of the Resurrection and runs the 

websites of three Anglican Religious Communities.

The Good Worship Guide, Leading liturgy well, Robert Atwell, 
Canterbury Press 2013, 286pp paperback, Isbn 978 1 85311 719 0.

Because of the great range of ways of worship in the Church of England the task 
of providing guidance to those who lead worship is problematic to say the least.  
In the circumstances the Bishop of Stockport has achieved a clearly-stated vade 
mecum for the inexperienced and a corrective for some who over years have 
become insensitive to good practice.   Robert Atwell offers advice for officiants 
of authorized services but those who use other forms of public prayer will need 
to look for guidance elsewhere.

The book begins with a brief survey of current patterns of worship, which are 
notably different from the situation two generations ago.   Practical suggestions 
are offered to encourage more people, especially the young, to participate in 
worship.   Stress is laid on the need for worship to express and embody spirituality.

A short but important chapter discusses the context of worship, the 
attractiveness or otherwise of the place where worship takes place, the welcome 
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extended to visitors and good provision for children and the elderly.   A suggested 
parish audit is provided. 

Guidance is provided for those responsible for the celebration of the Holy 
Communion according to the Book of Common Prayer and Order One in 
Common Worship. This is welcome because some priests have not received 
proper training and some are unfamiliar with the tradition of the church where 
they are required to function.   Basic information with checklists is given for the 
conduct of services of the Word, Evensong and the Occasional Offices.

A lengthy chapter entitled ‘Enriching the Christian Year’ is devoted to 
observances for special days.   Most are familiar but two were new: Posada, 
marking the journey of Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem on the nine days before 
Christmas, and Lammastide to mark the beginning of the grain harvest.

The care of the church building and furnishings, particularly the Sacristy, 
vestments, vessels and linen, is dealt with thoroughly.  Practical tips about candles 
and incense are helpful.  Black and white pictures throughout the book illustrate 
the text.   A forty-page Glossary is provided and a list of helpful publications.  An 
important element in worship is music and the website of the Royal School of 
Church Music will offer suggestions.   Bishop Atwell touches on the subject but 
much more needs to be said about it. 

Crispin Harrison CR

Looking through the Cross, Graham Tomlin, 
£9.99 Bloomsbury Continum, 2013.

Looking through the Cross is the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent Book for 2014. 
In the introduction Graham Tomlin writes, “This book is an act of two kinds 
of looking – looking at and looking through”. In the first two chapters he looks 
at the cross, first, as the place where God’s wisdom is revealed in apparent 
foolishness and, second, where God heals the wound at the heart of creation 
through an unfathomable act of self-emptying love. The rest of the book is a 
series of meditations on how our vision might be enlarged as we look through 
‘the lens of the cross’ and begin to look at the world with fresh eyes. He explores 
how the cross affects our perceptions of power, identity, suffering, ambition, 
failure and reconciliation. The final chapter looks at the significance of our lives 
in light of the cross and resurrection of Christ. 

Tomlin is a very clear writer who weaves together insights from a vast array 
of sources in order to shed light on the implications of the cross for Christians. 
He draws on the bible, history, theology, literature and current affairs with a real 
lightness of touch that does justice to the subject and encourages the reader to 
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take the risk of engaging more deeply Jesus’ call to take up our own cross and 
follow him. 

The book is very accessible and could be used in small groups in a parish to 
facilitate further reflection and exploration of what it means to ‘look through 
the cross’. The aim of the book is to encourage all of us to look at the world 
with fresh eyes, to take the risk of taking up the cross of self-emptying love 
which potentially makes all things new. At the beginning of the book Tomlin 
writes, “the best theology begins and ends in silence”. Readers of this book will 
get most from it if they can spend some periods in silence, either alone or with 
others, so that all our words about the cross may be more firmly rooted in the 
reality of the cross: Christ crucified and risen.

Matthew Carlisle

The Life of Raymond Raynes - Nicholas Mosley. The American Church 
Union, P.O. Box 40020, Berkeley California 94704, www.AnglicanPCK.org. 

2013. (1st edition The Faith Press, 1961. Reprinted Hodder & Stoughton 1963). 
Mirfield Publications price £10.00.

I first read this Life of Raymond Raynes as a student in 1966 in the Priory 
in Johannesburg that Fr Raynes himself knew so well. I also read Trevor 
Huddleston's Naught for Your Comfort at the same time and had Fr Claude 
Lunniss taking me round Johannesburg. It was quite an education for a young 
white African. I loved the intense Catholicity of it, the emphasis on sacraments, 
church, the absolute priority of God, the glory of God but also the passionate 
concern God has for his people, which was reflected so powerfully in Raymond's 
passionate concern for the people he served, whether in Bury, in Sophiatown or 
in his wider ministry later in England. What strikes me now rereading the Life 
are Raymond's certainties. He knew God was there. He knew people must give 
themselves totally and completely to him. He told them so but he also set them 
an example. At quite a young age he had great insight into the mystery of men 
and women relating to God. He speaks with a maturity beyond his years.

Yet he was a man of his time. It was a time when Anglo-Catholicism was strong 
and confident in the Church of England. Raymond may have been on the more 
extreme wing, but there were plenty of others like him. Theological Colleges 
were full of such young men. Religious communities of men and women were 
growing steadily. Churches had daily masses, solemn masses, regular confessions 
and went on retreat. But that was the fifties. Already as Raymond's life came to 
an end, changes were coming. The sixties brought new uncertainty, a whole 
different way of speaking of God, a far greater respect for the secular. Raymond 
was quickly left behind. The Community he had led heaved a sigh of relief not 
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any longer to be driven so hard. There is small doubt that Raymond exhausted 
the Community. He gave so completely of himself that he did not realise others 
were not capable of such extremes of self-offering. Within a few years the liturgy 
changed, the whole outlook of CR changed, men who had joined CR under his 
leadership left the Community. There was no spectacular decline. CR followed 
the fortunes of the Church to which it belonged and, as the unquestioning 
Anglo-Catholicism faded or became less convincing, so did CR try to move 
away from it.

Was Raymond's ministry then a failure? By no means. Thousands of people 
were individually touched, inspired, drawn to Christ or deepened in their 
discipleship by the things he said, and even more by his example. Reading what 
he said one can sometimes feel he must have been rather harsh, and his gaunt 
appearance seems to confirm that. In fact, he was warm and compassionate. He 
was a Father to his brethren. Those who knew him loved him and found him 
very good when they really needed it. He did drive them too hard but that was 
because he drove himself too hard, and suffered the consequences. 

Yet even in today's very different world Raymond remains relevant. Today's 
theological students, born long after he died, often find in him an inspiration 
for their own priestly ministry. The most important thing about Raymond is 
the way he gave himself completely to God. He cared passionately about Jesus. 
He may have been a strict Anglo-Catholic but he was an evangelical too in his 
longing for people to come to know Jesus and find the glories of the salvation 
which only Jesus could give them. Raymond gave himself to God in the way he 
lived out his priesthood, holding nothing back, spending himself so completely 
that he died aged only 54, yet seemed to have achieved more than most people 
do in a much longer life time. In the same way he gave himself to the religious 
life, to the particular Community of the Resurrection where God called him to 
live. That total commitment is as relevant now as it ever was. Most people give 
themselves to God with reservations, safety clauses and other options on hold. 
That was not Raymond.

And if Raymond's legacy as an Anglo-Catholic priest is somewhat ambiguous 
as an example today there is no such ambiguity about his ministry as a prophetic 
priest in South Africa. Raymond was one of the first in South Africa to realise 
that a priest's ministry should not just succour the afflicted in their distress, 
but actually attack the causes of that distress. In this he followed the work of 
CR's founders who embraced Christian socialism in England at the turn of the 
century. Raymond fought for his people and was not afraid to challenge the City 
Council or the Government itself and expose their neglect. Like all those who 
engaged in this prophetic ministry, he saw that treating God's people badly was 
an offence against God. Black people had every right to be treated with the same 
humanity as whites. That is obvious now. It certainly was not obvious in South 
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Africa or in most parts of the world in the 1930s. What Raymond began, Trevor 
Huddleston continued and later Black people themselves, like Desmond Tutu, 
brought to a kind of conclusion in the freedom the people of South Africa finally 
gained with the election of Nelson Mandela as President in 1994.

This book, now reprinted may be more than fifty years old, telling the tale of 
another world; but it inspires one to live the Catholic life with the same energy 
and commitment that Raymond did, and to fight battles for the people of God, 
as he did. That story never dies.

Nicolas Stebbing CR

Learning to Dream Again, Samuel Wells, Canterbury Press Norwich, 2013. 
£14.99, Isbn 978-1-84825-331-5.

Learning to Dream Again is a series of short essays which “are designed to be 
read and pondered singly”. The aim of all the pieces in the book is to search 
after Christian wisdom, in the sense that Jesus is God’s wisdom and his life 
reveals God’s “earthy humility, shameful suffering and effervescent joy”. Many 
of the essays are deliberately open-ended, inviting the reader to continue the 
conversation. Sam Wells seeks to search after wisdom and offer a fresh perspective 
on a host of different and sometimes difficult areas of contemporary life. He 
does not avoid the reality of suffering but looks sensitively and perceptively at 
topics like marriage and divorce, abortion, death, and envy, for example.  He 
uses the theme of ‘learning to dream again’ as a way of recognising that wisdom 
involves learning in the context of ‘ordinary life’ which includes, at times, both 
‘shameful suffering’ and ‘effervescent joy’. 

In Learning to Dream Again, the reader is invited to recognise that wisdom is 
hopeful; in other words, wisdom takes seriously the facts on the ground but 
it also looks within them and through them to perceive that God has a dream 
for the world which is about new creation - effervescent joy emerging out of 
shameful suffering. So the reader is asked to dream again that, in a world where 
suffering can make it hard to dream, the Christian hope is founded on the reality 
of God who is always bringing new life out of apparent failure. For this reason 
Learning to Dream Again is a very hopeful book which is grounded in the realities 
of the world as we know them and the reality of God, whose dynamic energy 
and purpose is forever working towards new life and new possibilities beyond 
the ash heaps we sometimes live through. 

The book includes a lot of humour and some very poignant stories. It is not 
at all heavy-going but very engaging and thought-provoking. All the essays are 
undergirded by insightful interpretation of scripture; one of Sam Wells’ talents 
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as a writer is to relate the scriptures to contemporary questions. If you decide 
to buy this book I would recommend that you read the last chapter first, as it 
helped me understand much better the whole approach of the book. You may 
be interested to know that earlier in the year Sam Wells spoke at the ‘Faith in 
Conflict’ conference at Coventry Cathedral and you can access copies of his, 
Jo Bailey Wells’, and Justin Welby’s papers at that conference on the Coventry 
Cathedral website: http://www.coventrycathedral.org.uk/whats-on/sermons-
talks-and-resources/other-sermons-and-talks.php

Matthew Carlisle

Etched by Silence: A Pilgrimage through the Poetry of R.S. Thomas. 
Compiled by Jim Cotter. Canterbury Press, 2013. £12.99. Isbn 978 1 84825 339 1.

Fr. Jim Cotter retired recently from the parish of Aberdaron in northern Wales, 
the place where R.S. Thomas formerly served as vicar. Produced in the centenary 
year of Thomas’s birth, this book will appeal most to those with a fondness for 
the poetry of Thomas and the nature, landscapes and seascapes of Wales that 
permeate his writings.

Fifty-two poems have been selected from Thomas’s collected works, and the 
author’s suggestion is to read one poem each week for a year. In addition to 
Cotter’s short reflections accompanying each poem, there is lots of ‘white space’ 
on every page where the readers can write their own poem or compose a prayer, 
draw a picture or paste a photograph. This makes it function like a workbook 
and all of this blank space has expanded a short booklet of Thomas’s evocative 
poetry into a 139 page book.

Cotter says that Thomas’s poems speak of “mysterious divinity and questioning 
humanity,” and he wants readers to explore the questions that arise both from 
the poetry and from within themselves during their own reflections. The poems 
of R.S. Thomas are excellent springboards for this reflective journey of soulful 
enquiry as they illumine the deep questions of the heart. In one commentary 
upon a poem Cotter writes of “not finding it easy to learn the lessons of love” 
and Thomas’s final poem in this book’s collection expresses with eloquence this 
life-long challenge that also is every Christian’s aspiration and ultimate hope:

 Let us stand, then, in the interval
 of our wounding, till the silence
 turn golden and love is
 a moment eternally overflowing.

Dennis Berk CR
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Sackcloth and Ashes, Ann Widdecombe. Bloomsbury 2013.
 £9.99. 181pp. Isbn 9781408187166.

The subtitle of this remarkable book really does say what it is about – Penance and 
penitence in a self-centred world.

A note about the author’s fame or notoriety is not required unless you live on 
the moon without a phone or a telly. She knows from firsthand experience a lot 
about this world and it is now some twenty years since she crossed the Tiber, so 
there is nothing of the ‘zeal of the convert’ to distort her thoroughly ecumenical 
approach.

Miss Widdecombe gives us, in short and very manageable chunks, a different 
approach to what we might call the tradition of Lent books; to say more would 
be to spoil the refreshing and thought-provoking words.  In fact I would go a bit 
stronger and hope that her words would also be ‘action-providing’.

I found the book hard to put down. Read it through once, possibly at one 
sitting, and then ponder it regularly, for your understanding of penance and 
penitence will undoubtedly be broadened and that cannot but be a good thing.

One of the most telling, almost ‘throw-away’ remarks is about her own totally 
voluntary Lenten discipline which brought me up short, but about which I shall 
not tell - just read the book and think and pray.

Thank you, Anne, for a brave and heartening book.
Aidan Mayoss CR

Ancient Words for a Present Grace. Arthur Middleton. Parish Press, Keller, 
Texas. 2013. 262pp. $17.95. Isbn 9780989626705.

Fr. Middleton has the unrivalled capacity to revive traditional Anglican teaching, 
based soundly on the teachings of the undivided church, as well as on classical 
Church of England writers of the 17th and 18th centuries.  As he says, he is one 
to “return to the Fathers”. The book has an unusual layout, intended to be used 
in prayer time, and to provoke reflection.  There are five chapters, each divided 
into ten or more meditations, one for each week of the year perhaps?  Chapters 
are headed joy of God, holy life, great cloud of witnesses, church year, faith and order.  
Each meditation introduces the quotation or summary of the selected Father 
of the Church.  Many of us are more than a little daunted by the serried ranks 
of collected and translated works of these same Fathers; here we have easily 
digestible extracts arranged systematically under different themes.  Commended 
by Rt Revd Keith Ackerman SSC, Bishop Quincy.

Antony Grant CR
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Community of the 
Resurrection, 
Stocks Bank Road, Mirfield, 
WF14 0BN

College of the Resurrection / The Mirfield 
Centre / Yorkshire Ministry Course
Stocks Bank Road, Mirfield, 
WF14 0BW

Please direct all materials, enquiries and comments to the editorial team:
Oswin Gartside CR  ogartside@mirfield.org.uk
Antony Grant CR  agrant@mirfield.org.uk
Philip Nichols CR  pnichols@mirfield.org.uk
Please send articles for consideration for the CR Review to the editors at least 5 weeks before the 
issue date. 

Postal Addresses:

Mirfield Directory:
Community (General):    community@mirfield.org.uk
01924 494318      www.mirfieldcommunity.org.uk/joomla/
Guest Brother:     guests@mirfield.org.uk
01924 483348      www.mirfieldcommunity.org.uk/joomla/
Appeal Fundraiser:     appeal@mirfield.org.uk
01924 483308      www.mirfieldcommunity.org.uk/joomla/
Companions Office:     companions@mirfield.org.uk
      www.mirfieldcompanions.org.uk
The Shop / Mirfield Pubs:    theshop@mirfield.org.uk
01924 483345      http:www.monastery-stay.co.uk/shop/
Reception and Conferences    www.monastery-stay.co.uk
01924 483346      glaurie@mirfield.org.uk
College:      hscott@mirfield.org.uk
01924 490441      http://college.mirfield.org.uk
Mirfield Centre:     rsalmon@mirfield.org.uk
01924 481920      www.mirfieldcentre.org.uk
Yorkshire Ministry Course:    office@ymc.org.uk
01924 481925      www.ymc.org.uk
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The Community is a Charitable Company (No. 232670)

Produced by Beamreach Printing,

www.beamreachuk.co.uk

Making a Regular Gift
Planned monthly giving enables budgeting for the future and over a period can add 
up to a signifi cant sum. Using Gift Aid enables the Community or College to claim 

an extra 25p from HMRC for every £1 given by a taxpayer.

Gifts of Shares and Securities
Giving shares or securities to the Community or College can attract tax relief and 

capital gains tax relief. For further information, please contact the Bursary.

Leaving a Legacy
A gift in your will to the Community or College will help support the future 

development of the Community or College and their work.

Giving an Item
We are busily raising funds to complete work to the Community’s Church, 

including a number of artworks and items of furniture.

Supporting the Community and College

The Community and the College are very grateful for the support they receive from 
so many individuals, parishes and others. If you would like to add your support to 

enhance their future, please consider:

Gift Aid forms and information about legacies/bequests and other tax effective ways 
of giving are available on the Community’s website at www.mirfi eldcommunity.org.uk/
appeal or please contact 

Community
Adele Hannah, The Bursary, House of the Resurrection, Mirfi eld  WF14 0BN
01924 483308 appeal@mirfi eld.org.uk 

College
The Bursar, College of the Resurrection, Mirfi eld  WF14 0BW
01924 481901 aspeight@mirfi eld.org.uk

Thank you for helping to continue and enhance 
the work of the Community and College.


